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24. Surah An-Nur 

About An-Nur 

One of the most important Surahs in Quran; It is a Madni surah after a long chain of Makki Surahs. 

Revealed (by majority opinion) in the 5th year of Hijra or early 6th year, before (or after) the “Battle of 

Trench” but definitely before the truce of Hudaibiya so this Surah came around the time of major 

political stirrings in Arabia. The Social values here somewhat complement An-Nisa but the subject 

matter is more or less a sister compliment of Al-Ahzab (which scholars say came before An-Nur) in a 

sense that one starts a discussion and the other finishes it. This Surah talks about three core subjects 

that seemingly seem disjointed: 

1. Social Laws; human interaction and decency. 

The explicit orders for hijab and khimar are coming down now (after 18, 19 years of revelation) but this 

social and moral training has been a core component of Islamic teaching from the very beginning. The 

explicit orders are just the icing on the cake that took a LOT of spiritual training and reminders. 

"If the first thing revealed in Quran was “do not drink”, the people would have said we are never 

going to stop drinking. And if the first thing that was revealed in Quran was do not commit 

fornication and adultery, the people would have said we are never going to stop committing 

fornication and adultery. 

But the first thing that were revealed in Quran were the surah al-mufassal which talk about and 

mention HELLFIRE and PARADISE until the hearts were attached to Allah then the orders of halal 

and haraam came down." 

-Hazrat Ayesha RA 

Americans didn’t see this point when imposing “prohibition” and people got deeper into disease and 

addiction instead of staying away from it. Because the people didn’t see the point in that law (no 

background education/training). 

When the orders prohibiting alcohol were revealed to Muhammad SAW the Sahaba RA were making 

themselves vomit to make sure that they get every last drop of it out of their system. Instant obedience! 

Reason; social and moral training. The Sahaba were literally bankrupting themselves over a SINGLE 

ayah; because wine(liquid) is a precious commodity for desert dwellers in that it represents a relief from 

the hot desert  and also that it comes at the expense of a lot of agricultural resources. 

Similar situation was with the Women of believers when the ayah for khimar (covering the head and 

face) came down. 



2. Iman: Faith 

A panoramic view of a heart of the believer is given – spiritual cardiology. 

The connection becomes apparent between the two topics; without Iman all the do(s) and don’t(s) don’t 

mean anything. This passage of Iman comes right in the middle. 

3. Hypocrisy, law-and-order, discipline of Muslim community 

Allah brings together all the different facets of a believers life; Talking about discipline in army to the 

discipline at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Tafsir 

Ayah 1 

‘[This is] a surah which We have sent down and made [that within it] obligatory and revealed therein 

verses of clear evidence that you might remember.’ 

This is the only Surah that CALLS itself a Surah, as if someone was waiting. As if they, whoever was 

waiting, knew that it would be a Surah in entirely and not just a few ayahs. Allah begins with: 

        : A (magnificent) surah 

            : And WE have mandated it; meaning it’s going to have a lot of policies. Faradha in Arabic is 

to carve into wood. Meaning it is obligatory now, we can’t change it. 

             :Very clear and precise. There aren’t going to be ambiguous commands here, the 

instructions are VERY clear. 

Allah’s words even without Him swt saying that they’re “mandated” are in themselve like law for us. But 

when Allah goes out of His swt way to bring our attention to the matter that THIS Surah is “magnificent” 

and the laws here are obligatory for you, then that means that Muslims, as a maturing community in 

Medinah, should take it very very seriously. 

Ayah 2 

‘The [unmarried] woman or [unmarried] man found guilty of sexual intercourse - lash each one of 

them with a hundred lashes…’ 

The punishment for fornication is different for people who’re not married and those that are (cheating on 

a spouse). Here the Qur’an talks about those who commit fornication outside of wedlock. The hadh of 

rajam (stoning to death) is a continuation of Mosaic law one of the two social laws that Islam has 

retained the other being execution of the murtad (apostates). 

         : Lashing (the skin). So it is not a stabbing or any deeper damage, the extent of the 

punishment is the         (skin). 



‘…and do not be taken by pity for them in the religion of Allah, if you should believe in Allah and the 

Last Day...' 

Allah starts with a tough demand here; don’t get soft when you’re implementing the laws of Allah. 

What makes this ayah even tougher is the context behind it. Hazrat Ayesha RA, being accused of 

adultery, is waiting for a verdict so is Muhammad PBUH and Abu Bakr RA. The Prophet PBUH can’t give a 

verdict on his own, so He PBUH awaits Allah’s decision. And Allah starts with his orders of a 100 lashings 

and a warning against being soft in implementation of the law. 

‘…And let a group of the believers witness their punishment.’ 

Allah says to make this event (flogging) public, to make a “big deal” out of this, precisely for the reason 

that people would not want to make a “big deal” out of it. Let them know how horrible a crime this is 

and how horrible a consequence awaits if anyone is guilty of this act. For the people who’re weak of 

iman, who are not as well aware of the afterlife consequences such a public staging of punishment 

would help as a reminder. 

Ayah 3 

‘The fornicator does not marry except a [female] fornicator or polytheist, and none marries her except 

a fornicator or a polytheist…’ 

            : It is not a command as much as Allah saying, the fornicators DESERVE one another; filthy 

for the filthy! 

Allah is saying that if a man/woman commit zina, they didn’t respect Allah’s law i.e. marriage. So they 

might as well marry a mushrik. Marriage is the FIRST LAW. The same language that is used to indicate 

the contract taken with Messengers AS, from Allah to deliver the message to the people, is used to 

describe the contract of Marriage. 

‘…and that has been made unlawful to the believers.’ 

We need to have ABSOLUTE proofs of how we approach this delicate matter because we can’t label 

anyone a fornicator without proof. And how to be absolutely sure is given later in this Surah. 

Ayah 4 

‘And those who accuse chaste women and then do not produce four witnesses - lash them with eighty 

lashes and do not accept from them testimony ever after…’ 



               : come from “       ” to put someone inside a fort. Here it means a woman (                ) 

who is inside a protection of a household (her family being an image of her being in a fort). She’s 

protected! 

           : From rami (shoot/act of war). They’re shooting accusations at those that are protected in 

forts (the chaste women.) 

The condition of four witnesses being present to testify for the act to have happened is important, for its 

near impossibility; because these things should not be said, and Allah will deal with these people on the 

judgment day Himself. Only a very rare occasion should these things be made public, it’s not like every 

weekend someone is being stoned. 

Some social issues need to be addressed in a very sensitive manner. There are various mentions of 

“intercourse” in the Qur’an but not once is it explicit. Because Qur’an is a medium of training and 

education it deals with social matters in a very sensitive way. 

‘And those are the defiantly disobedient’ 

And people say it’s no big deal to talk about these things; Allah says these are the inherently corrupt 

ones who corrupt others like they themselves are. 

Ayah 5 

‘Except for those who repent thereafter and reform, for indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.’ 

ONLY when they repented are they taken back in to the society as regular members. 

Ayah 6 

‘And those who accuse their wives [of adultery] and have no witnesses except themselves - then the 

witness of one of them [shall be] four testimonies [swearing] by Allah that indeed, he is of the 

truthful.’ 

If such an act happens inside the privacy of the four walls of a person then having four witnesses is 

impossible, (obviously) they didn’t have any witnesses. In this case Allah has given provision in His law 

for such a man: His singular testimony in sight of Allah counts as four but each of them have to be “I 

swear to Allah that I saw it’ x 4 or even if they say it once they have to say I swear “By Allah” 

         : By Allah. They have to bring Allah into this scenario. 



‘Allah will not impose blame upon you for what is meaningless in your oaths, but He will impose 

blame upon you for [breaking] what you intended of oaths.’ 

[5:89] 

Ayah 7 

‘And the fifth [oath will be] that the curse of Allah be upon him if he should be among the liars.’ 

Four oaths he has already said on their behalf. The fifth one he takes denouncing any lie on their part. 

That: may curse of Allah be on him if he should be a liar. And  ALL of this is said in public, because 

Shahadah is public. 

Ayah 8 

‘But it will prevent punishment from her if she gives four testimonies [swearing] by Allah that indeed, 

he is of the liars.’ 

Now it is the wife’s turn: 

           : To ward (pain) off. Like if someone throws something at you and you deflected it. 

The woman can be saved if she proclaims, in the name of Allah, that her husband is lying out of hatred 

for her. 

Ayah 9 

‘And the fifth [oath will be] that the wrath of Allah be upon her if he was of the truthful.’ 

Here comes a repeat of the fifth oath that the husband took. The wife has proclaimed that her husband 

is lying and now she testifies that: may Allah curse her if her husband is of the truthful. 

Now in this scenario, the case is nullified. And the situation neutralized. You can’t punish her now, not in 

this dunya. As for Akhira; they have both declared what awaits them in Akhira if they should be of those 

who lie. Allah’s curse! They declared publicly: I want Allah to curse me.  

This is a spiritual remedy for a social problem. Sometimes we have to relegate the matter to the afterlife 

and let Allah handle things in His own way. 

Ayah 10 

‘And if not for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy... and because Allah is Accepting of 

repentance and Wise.’ 

“And had Allah’s favour not been on you and His Mercy not been there – and Allah is extremely 

repeatedly Accepting of Tauba.” 



These kind of had-it-not-been statements require an ending a second half for completion. Like an if and 

then statement. But sometimes the second part is unspeakable: 

                                                  : And if not for the favour of Allah upon you and His Mercy 

(dot dot dot) 

The hanging sentence spells calamity. Had these laws not come the issues the Muslims would’ve had 

would’ve been a catastrophe; unspeakable cacophony. 

Ayah 11 

Background 

The Prophet PBUH was on one of his ghazoo, one of the battles between Ahzaab and Hudaibiya. The 

place was Banu-Mukhtasim. Ayesha RA was travelling with the caravan and when She RA got off to 

relieve herself, She RA forgot her necklace and went looking for it. Meanwhile, on account of her being so 

light, the carriers of her stage coach though She RA must be back from her business by now; lifted the 

carriage and left with the caravan. Ayesha RA returned to an empty desert and decided to wait the night 

out when a travelling man saw and recognized her (He had seen her before the face covering was 

mandated on the Mothers of the Believers). That man escorted her back to Medinah, but on their return 

the munafiq (Abdullah bin obai) started spreading rumours about them. And the rumour suddenly grew 

all over the community like a firestorm. Dignity of Ayesha RA is the dignity of the Messenger PBUH and 

His PBUH dignity is the dignity of Islam itself. Her character being questioned is ISLAM being questioned. 

The Prophet PBUH is tormented with this. Ayesha RA recuses herself and tries to find patience. And now 

finally the Ayah comes. The verdict of innocence is in. 

‘Indeed, those who came with falsehood are a group among you.’ 

        : Deviation, to turn form the right direction. That’s when you know where you have to go but 

you still deviate from the path. 

         : People that think alike. Having a “gang mentality”; trying to be intimidating. It isn’t just 

muscular strength, it is also social strength. 

“Do not think it bad for you; rather it is good for you.” 



This became an opportunity for revelation and revelation is a timeless treasure. The good out of you 

(Ayesha RA) having gone through this difficulty is that GENERATIONS of Muslims will learn guidance for 

eternity out of this. Your pain is their guidance; so, do not think it’s bad. 

Every time a Muslim learns (or learns from) these ayah, the people involved in those situations get 

hasanaat (good deeds). They had to be in those situations for us to learn so they get the reward. 

‘For every person among them is what [punishment] he has earned from the sin, and he who took 

upon himself the greater portion thereof - for him is a great punishment.’ 

              : From this sin/evil 

Many people got caught up in this evil, even some great Sahaba RA like Hassaan bin Thabit, the poet of 

RasulAllah. And people listen to a poet so the evil spread. And Allah ends by declaring a GREAT 

punishment for the chief miscreant the head of the munafiqoon, Abdullah bin obai, although he’s not 

mentioned by name. 

Ayah 12 

‘Why, when you heard it, did not the believing men and believing women think good of one another 

and say, "This is an obvious falsehood"?’ 

Allah puts a sever check on Muslim ummah here. Why was it that the reaction of the ummah to these 

accusations was not of denying them? 

We see a great example of Ijaz ul Quran the miracle of Allah’s book and how it uses transitions:  

                        : Why when YOU(All) heard it. “You all” is in second person. 

                                                                : did not the believing men and believing 

women think good of one another. This clause is in the THIRD person. Allah didn’t say: why is it that YOU 

didn’t think good of one another. 

YOU people didn’t do it because your Iman wasn’t strong enough. This kind of a thing only a Momin or a 

Momina would do; you people disappoint Me. 

Why is it that your Iman wasn’t challenged, because controversy aside this is a matter of faith. This 

when translated to our time becomes a matter of faith for us when someone talks about the dignity of 

another Muslim. We have to categorically apply “nahi anil munkir”  if we see any such things being said. 

and say, "This is an obvious falsehood"? 



         : They(Mominoon) would say. And not qultum: YOU would say. 

The believers would’ve said this, how come YOU didn’t say this. Allah is asking some very strong 

questions that Muslims find themselves very ashamed at. 

Ayah 13 

‘Why did they [who slandered] not produce for it four witnesses? And when they do not produce the 

witnesses, then it is they, in the sight of Allah , who are the liars.’ 

‘Why did they [who slandered] not produce for it four witnesses?’ 

This might sound strange considering that the Ayah to present four witnesses just came so the accusers 

could gain clemency by saying this ayah just came down and we didn’t anything about this condition 

before we said what we said. 

In fact: 

‘Those who commit unlawful sexual intercourse of your women - bring against them four 

[witnesses] from among you. And if they testify, confine the guilty women to houses until death 

takes them or Allah ordains for them [another] way.’ 

[4:15] 

These Ayah were revealed in An-Nisa but they didn’t have the impact that was required so now the 

penal code had to be there.Some people would learn only by whip. This is where we see Allah’s Hikmah 

and his progression in teaching us the way He swt did. Allah swt knows these people better than they 

know themselves, but He’s still being kind enough to not reveal the law in its full extent altogether. 

‘And when they do not produce the witnesses, then it is they, in the sight of Allah, who are the liars.’ 

After all this if four witnesses are not produced then no matter what you (we)think, in front of Allah 

these are the liars. No matter what their families or friends think doesn’t matter what you or I think, the 

only thing that matters is what Allah swt Thinks. He’s the only judge that matters! 

Ayah 14 

‘And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy in this world and the Hereafter, 

you would have been touched for that [lie] in which you were involved by a great punishment.’ 

Allah swt, out of His great Mercy has not only provided with an immediate solution to this detrimental 

problem but also gave the means to ask forgiveness for Akhira. 



           : You let out. Afadah is for water to pour out. This is like a spill over. Here it means you just 

let the word out, you let it spill over. 

Ayah 15 

‘When you received it with your tongues and said with your mouths that of which you had no 

knowledge…’ 

              : To touch. In this case: to let the words meet the tongue. You’re thinking and are in an 

internal struggle with yourself of whether to say it or not but then you do! The words were in your head 

but now they’ve touch your tongue. 

         : is like you started off, you said it a little bit and then 

           : you started talking about it fully, A LOT. 

This here is a phenomenon of Quran, there are two ayahs that separate these two notion: 

‘…saying with their mouths what was not in their hearts…’ 

[3:167] 

‘…They say with their tongues what is not within their hearts…’ 

[48:11] 

To say that you said something doesn’t require the addition of either “mouth” or the “tongue” but Allah 

sometimes mouth and sometimes tongue and here He uses both. 

Tongue is a part of the mouth, so when you just say a little something; a small sentence, just an 

utterance. Allah says you dare say even THAT! And in situation where you’ve got a lot to say there the 

mouth is mentioned. 

Here there’s a progression: the people were hesitant at first (tongues) but then the situation snow-

balled and thing got out of hand and EVERY one was talking (mouths). 

Adding “with your mouth” like: you said it with your mouth, is an expression of anger. Its Allah’s way of 

saying you dare say that. Allah is saying, the One who has given you the tongue, you’re using your 

tongue for that! It’s like when we imply shut-your-mouth! 

‘…and thought it was insignificant while it was, in the sight of Allah, tremendous.’ 



      : Easy; something that doesn’t take a lot of effort. (Is not a big deal) 

Allah used this expressionism when conferring Isa AS on Maryam AS, that it is easy for Him swt. And now 

these people are in a similar mindset with their thoughts, that it’s not a big deal if we say these things. 

But as far as Allah is concerned this a tremendously huge thing what you’ve gotten yourself into. 

Ayah 16 

And why, when you heard it, did you not say, "It is not for us to speak of this. Exalted are You, [O 

Allah]; this is a great slander"? 

Allah puts their calamity in front of their eyes and makes them realize what they’ve done. He swt says: 

You should (atleast) have said it is not appropriate for us, not our place to be talking like this. We’re not 

in any way or existence appropriated to say any such thing; we’re not that kind of a creation and will 

never be in a position to speak about this subject. 

            : Exalted are YOU. Not the usual subhanAllah but             ; that Allah You are Exalted, like 

He swt is a part of the conversation. We KNOW you’re listening. You’re far above it, too perfect for a 

slave of Your’s to say anything like this. 

Meaning they see this talk as blasphemy;               is used in Qur’an when people do shirk. There’s no shirk 

here but the person realizes that this is still a thing I’m saying AGAINST Allah and his religion and that is 

why Allah swt says in the previos ayah: you used your mouth like this, where was your iman. 

           : A very serious accusation against someone. 

Ayah 17 

‘Allah warns you against returning to the likes of this [conduct], ever, if you should be believers.’ 

Allah is advising the Muslims. That don’t you EVER dare come back to these things again. Anything even 

remotely like this, the word               becomes important here because: 

           : Similar to: likes of this etc etc 



People in our time would say: yes, but that was for this particular situation. All these orders are situation 

specific. It’s not about US. Allah say’s if in fact you are momineen don’t even think about doing anything 

even remotely like this. 

Ayah 18 

‘And Allah makes clear to you the verses, and Allah is Knowing and Wise.’ 

Allah is making His miraculous signs clear to you again and again. And He is fully knowledgeable (full of 

Wisdom) of what you do and think. 

Ayah 19 

‘Indeed, those who like that immorality should be spread [or publicized] among those who have 

believed will have a painful punishment in this world and the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do 

not know.’ 

NO doubt about it the kinds of people who love to spread (        ) immorality 

        : To increase or spread. The news spread or the population increased. 

Allah says that people who love for “shamelessness to spread and be commonplace among Muslims”. 

There’s two ways of looking at this: 

1. Those who love to spread the shamelessness itself 

2. (But in the context of this Surah) those who love to make commonplace the 

discourse/conversation of/about shamelessness. Even if they are not doing something wrong 

they are TALKING about it. 

The punishment for these people is evident even in this world as well as the Hereafter, and Allah in fact 

knows and we do not know what the truth and reality of everything is. 

Ayah 20 

‘And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy... and because Allah is Kind and 

Merciful.’ 

This theme recurrently comes in this Surah; “HAD it not been for Allah’s favour and His mercy…”; 

because they made a mistake but Allah is sympathizing and Merciful and understanding of their 

problems. 

Ayah 21 

‘O you who have believed, do not follow the footsteps of Satan…’ 



From here we infer something very important: spreading false rumours is as if you’re following the 

footsteps of satan himself. 

‘…And whoever follows the footsteps of Satan - indeed, he enjoins immorality and wrongdoing…’ 

Those who follow satan command to        ; shamelessness, lewdness, vulagarity, indecency and         ; evil 

deeds. 

        : Evil, nobody thinks it is good. But          also comes from “denied” nobody has even seen 

this before “I deny that this even exists” 

In our society, globally,         has become commonplace. There’s an entire industry behind this, entering 

our homes, schools and workplace. When one of satan’s commands are followed i.e.        ; his other 

commands are also given a gateway to be followed up upon. There’s a progression to all of this and it is 

mentioned in Qur’an. 

                                                 : He (satan) enjoins (commands) shamelessness and evil. 

Meaning here being that, once you fall into the trap of satan and you start following him, you come 

under his influence. Despite you being a FOLLOWER (by definition someone who can chose to leave and 

do something else) you keep following his footsteps; ending up committing evils unheard off! 

When         spreads          spreads! 

And we see so many example of this in this post-modern world that we live in. This is actually a 

progression; you start following the footsteps of satan, shamelessness arrives your human decency goes 

away and with it (eventually) humanity. Even animals won’t go to the extremes that human beings go in 

their pursuit of         . 

‘And if not for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy, not one of you would have been pure, ever, 

but Allah purifies whom He wills, and Allah is Hearing and Knowing.’ 

And again “If not for the favour of Allah” BUT this time Allah swt mentions the consequence, this is the 

first time. 

None of you would ever have been able to attain a state of purity. 

       : To purify. Zakat is to purify one’s wealth. It also actually means to develop and grow e.g. to 

purify and grow your wealth. 



Allah says, had it not been for My favour, every waswasa of satan would have made you weaker and 

weaker. So, it is a favour of Allah that He purifies you (makes you stronger against satan). 

         in purity also implies purity from        ; the attraction between man and woman. This attraction is so 

strong and the waswasa of satan that comes with it So strong that none of us would have been able to 

hold back from it had it not been by a favour of Allah and the strength of iman He has bestowed us with. 

So without iman guarding your chastity becomes impossible. You’re going to cave in, because iman isn’t 

there. And what activity protects our iman, salah! 

‘…Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing, and the remembrance of Allah is 

greater…’ 

[29:45] 

And Allah swt purifies, cleanses and even dignifies whom He wills and this is the ultimate attainment of 

a slave. 

‘Have you not seen those who claim themselves to be pure? Rather, Allah purifies whom He 

wills, and injustice is not done to them, [even] as much as a thread [inside a date seed].’ 

[4:49] 

In this is a lesson for us; don’t declare yourself pure, thinking that you’re above temptation. Thinking 

that we don’t need this advice, we are strong Muslims. 

We are in no position to declare ourselves, or anyone for that matter, pure; because Allah purifies 

whom He wills. 

Ayah 22 

Background 

Now the case of Abu Bakr RA and his soft heart: In case of executing the law Allah said “don’t have pity” 

but Abu Bakr’s RA heart is extremely soft for the Messenger of Allah PBUH and on top of that His heart is 

soft for his daughter. And although between the two the Messenger PBUH wins but still, it’s his 

daughter. 

These ayahs are best understood if every father can put himself and his daughter in this situation and 

then read. The kind of rage and frustration that a father would feel by his daughter being talked 

about…Specially for a father that has iman; without iman and haya nothing might matter. 

Now the relation of Abu Bakr Ra with Ayesha RA is a dichotomy that is unparalleled; She’s his daughter 

(physically) and mother (ummul momineen) at the same time. He RA loves her as His child and also 

because She RA is the pride of this Ummah; the beloved of His Beloved PBUH. 



And then one of his own: Mistah (first cousin of Abu Bakr RA) got caught up in this and ended up saying 

some things that he shouldn’t have. Mistah was bankrupt and Abu Bakr RA being well-off used to take 

care of his cousin. 

And then came the test of Abu Bakr RA iman and with it we understand why the Messenger PBUH said: 

that Iman of Abu Bakr RA on one hand and the Iman of the ENTIRE Ummah on the other. With his mercy 

and with his soft heart; Abu Bark’s RA anger manifested in the form of him discontinuing the allowance 

of Mistah, that’s it. From a father and a momin this is a VERY VERY controlled reaction, and a display of 

GREAT mercy. Instead of actually punishing this guy He RA said I’m not going to do favours on you 

anymore. This shows us the size of the heart of Abu Bakr RA. 

‘…And let not those of virtue among you and wealth…’ 

Allah uses the plural out of respect and regard and grandeur of Abu Bakr Siddiq RA ‘those of virtue 

among you’ 

         : Is used here in a general sense; someone who has a great capacity (expanse) in something. It 

is not qualified here what this “great capacity” is in. If it’s in wealth or strength or anything else; Allah 

has been saying in this Surah “had it not been for the favour of Allah” and here’s an example of a Man 

who clearly has Allah’s favour and A LOT of it. He RA has a great capacity (expanse) in wealth, favour, 

love, faith, loyalty. 

Abu Bakr RA is complimented in so many ways in Qur’an: 

If you do not aid the Prophet - Allah has already aided him when those who disbelieved had 

driven him out [of Makkah] as one of two, when they were in the cave and he said to his 

companion, "Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us." 

[9:40] 

He’s the second of the two in the cave and also, the second man after Muhammad PBUH to accept Islam. 

The second of the two! 

“We used to compete in good deeds, even in the time of jahalia. Then I preceded him in 

becoming a Prophet so he followed me. If he had beaten me in this race I would’ve followed 

him” 

Prophet PBUH about Abu Bakr RA 

‘…swear not to give [aid] to their relatives and the needy and the emigrants for the cause of Allah…’ 

Now for these honoured people, Allah says that they shouldn’t take an oath. 

                    : Take an oath not to do something. 



Oath to not help; those: close in relation; the needy and those who have migrated. These are three 

groups of people; BUT these are in fact three descriptions of the same guy. And Allah does compliment 

this guy as a closing remark and reminds Abu Bakr RA as well, that this guy did migrate                   in the 

name of Allah; a great good deed. Allah complimented him giving, in between the lines, a reason to Abu 

Bakr RA to go easy on him beause Allah is going easy with him. 

And then Allah says: 

‘…and let them pardon and overlook.’ 

             : and he should forgive 

      : to forgive someone in that to not punish them. 

Abu Bakr RA was not really punishing this guy he was just withholding favours. But his standards being 

so high this became equivalent to a punishment.        in itself doesn’t confirm that the matter will be 

forgotten and that some aspects of the relationship won’t be scarred. You forgive someone but the 

relationship isn’t the same anymore. So Allah says:               

             : To turn the page. And when you turn the page you can’t see the pages before that. Don’t 

just forgive, turn the page. 

‘Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.’ 

Turning the page and forgetting everything is not the easiest things for human beings; it’s hard to 

forgive in and off itself but to forgive and FORGET seems something beyond human capacity. So, Allah 

gives us a reason; an incentive to do that. And for a person with Iman this incentive is enough, and if it 

isn’t then there is something wrong with the Iman. 

This calls for a metal exercise: imagine all the anger and hatred you have for someone and then imagine 

how much you want Allah to forgive you; weigh the two out. That’s why Allah more or less says: you 

really should forgive; you really should turn the page. Allah is giving us the option, His Mercy verses our 

anger. What is it that we want to keep! And Abu Bakr Ra, let it go like no one else. 

We are tested in our iman through our relatives. Bu we have to stop telling ourselves that we can’t, 

because Allah says we can. 



Ayah 23 

‘Indeed, those who [falsely] accuse chaste, unaware and believing women are cursed in this world and 

the Hereafter; and they will have a great punishment.’ 

This Ayah tells us one more thing about decency of Ayesha Ra; she’s So innocent that she doesn’t even 

KNOW. 

             : unaware. 

Ayah 24 

‘On a Day when their tongues, their hands and their feet will bear witness against them as to what 

they used to do.’ 

We are learning that we are a dictator over our bodies. We’re making our body and its parts do what we 

want. We go where we want to go touch what we want to touch see and hear what we want to see and 

hear and say what we want to say. On the Day of Judgment Allah will take this dictatorial authority from 

us and our limbs and all our faculties, having been freed of this dictatorship, will speak out against us in 

rebellion. He made me say this, the tongue would say. 

In this world, under all circumstances at least your body is loyal to you. On the Day of Judgment even 

your body is not going to be loyal to you. 

Ayah 25 

‘That Day, Allah will pay them in full their deserved recompense, and they will know that it is Allah 

who is the perfect in justice.’ 

True retribution for all actions will be given on that day and for sure they will get to know how True 

Allah is and that Allah is in fact the ultimately clear truth. 

                   : True retribution. 

Ayah 26 

 

Evil words are for evil men, and evil men are [subjected] to evil words. And good words are for good 

men, and good men are [an object] of good words.’ 



Allah is describing a natural order of things; evil attracts evil and good attracts good. Good people do 

good and are with good people and the same for evil men and women i.e. they commit evil and say that 

which is evil and are with those who are evil. 

‘Those [good people] are declared innocent of what the slanderers say. For them is forgiveness and 

noble provision.’ 

Comes the actual verdict: These good and pure people are absolved/dissociated from all the rumours 

and accusation made against them. 

                 : Noble provision. Since their dignity is being mentioned. Allah has promised them a 

dignified and noble provision; a compensation that is full of dignity. 

Ayah 27 

‘O you who have believed, do not enter houses other than your own houses until you ascertain 

welcome and greet their inhabitants. That is best for you; perhaps you will be reminded.’ 

This is something for Muslims in regards to decency. Allah says to not enter any house other than our 

own, even if we see the door open. 

The principal is to announce yourself before entering because the inhabitants in the house might be in a 

casual state. This even applies entering your own house when you know there are other people 

(especially women) in the house other than your own family. 

There may be a situation that the person whose house you are entering might not be aware of this 

sensitive situation, in that case it becomes our responsibility to subtly remind them. 

Do not enter until you’ve made your presence known until you’ve given a hint. 

              : To make yourself known through sense or sound; a word or an action. 

                             : say Salaam to the entire family. 

This Surah started as being about the fornicating men and women. That theme is continued in order to 

protect Muslims from the waswasa of Satan. 



Ayah 28 

‘And if you do not find anyone therein, do not enter them until permission has been given you. And if 

it is said to you, "Go back," then go back; it is purer for you. And Allah is Knowing of what you do.’ 

Another extremely important social principal taught to us here: do not, under any circumstances, enter 

anyone else’s house without permission. And if they ask you to leave, then leave. And this “leave” here 

might not even be polite leave with a “please”, but still it is better (purer) for you to leave. 

This ayah doesn’t encourage rudeness with guests but here specifically the guest is being told that the 

host has rights too. 

Ayah 29 

‘There is no blame upon you for entering houses not inhabited in which there is convenience for you.’ 

Social and moral principles are laid out and some things while in the process of being taught might raise 

a few question. But Allah answers all of those questions. 

         : Places where you spend the night. Could be workplaces, or any commercial place that you 

need to stay or be in at night. 

This might raise a worry with people when you think about it in depth; that you can’t enter          without 

permission. You can’t even go into any construction that I have to be in at night! 

Hence, Allah clarifies it upon us, that it is no harm to enter the commercial (uninhabited) property; the 

office, the store, the hotel, the airport. 

‘And Allah knows what you reveal and what you conceal.’ 

This is for those who might try to use Allah’s words for their own mal intent. These are protection after 

protection after protection from Zina; so even after all of this when you use these allowances e.g. being 

allowed to work late in the office or school for the wrong reasons (illicit relationships etc) then Allah 

says: you’re not deceiving Me, I know. 

Ayah 30 

‘Tell the believing men to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private parts.’ 

               : believing men AND women 



         : They should. They SHOULD lower their eyes.         is used for two things; to lower the 

voice or to lower the eyes. 

And as a result they should guard their private parts; because Allah says there’s a deep 

connection between eyes and Zina. You see and you pursue. 

‘That is purer for them. Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what they do.’ 

We are learning that if we don’t lower our eyes, our hearts are becoming dirtier and dirtier. Until the 

whole heart is covered in darkness and when that happens, ALL the other evils come out. 

Allah is fully knowledgeable of what they manufacture. 

             : To manufacture. 

What is involved in manufacturing? Planning! You can’t just manufacture anything without a plan. You 

can “do” but not manufacture. Allah knows when you have a plan to do evil; beginning small and going 

big. 

Ayah 31 

‘And tell the believing women to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private parts and not 

expose their adornment except that which [necessarily] appears thereof and to wrap [a portion of] 

their headcovers over their chests and not expose their adornment…’ 

As if the masculine that included the feminine wasn’t enough; tell the believing women to lower their 

eyes; because there’s something about their eyes. They should guard their privates. They better not 

expose their beauty; they shouldn’t be attention grabbing. 

‘Except for what is obvious”, she’s tall she can’t make herself short that’s alright. She’s skinny or 

heavyset; these things can’t be changed. 

They should strike upon themselves their shawls. 

             : Is literally used as to “throw over”; as in to throw the shawl over themselves, as an added 

layer. And it also implies here that it should be well held and shouldn’t keep falling off etc. Like someone 

wearing a sloppy hijab. 



      : from khimar singular shawl: khimar is similar to khamar: Alcohal. Khamar is for Alcohal because 

it overpowers (COVERS) your mind, and it also (some say) creates a barrier between your mind and your 

tongue. 

Khimar is what covers the head of a woman and her chest; veils her beauty. 

The covering of the head is already implied by the word         but there’s an extension of the language 

that’s general: and more of the woman…but Allah makes a little more specific with: 

                   : On the chest cavity. So the shawl should be thrown over it. 

The second condition of                      is important. Without this a woman might have what you can call a 

“hijab” but not a “khimar”, what Qur’an actually wants. Wrapping the head really tight but wearing e.g a 

t-shirt under that, not even covering the neck: this may be a self-created fashion statement but not 

Islam. 

If you claim something is from Islam which in fact isn’t that then is a problem. On the other hand 

accepting that you are a work in progress is acceptable, it means you might eventually one day get to 

Islam. 

‘…except to their husbands, their fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, 

their brothers, their brothers' sons, their sisters' sons, their women, that which their right hands 

possess, or those male attendants having no physical desire, , or children who are not yet aware of 

the private aspects of women. ’ 

            : Their own women. Women of the family, and also in broader understanding women of 

the Muslims. And there is wisdom behind this also because a non-Muslim woman might not have the 

sensitivity of a Muslim woman and describe the moina to non-Mahrams e.g. taking pictures etc. 

Female slaves are implied in tafsir as an understanding of “what the right hand possess”. And from other 

men only those who have no desire left in them. 

          : A need without which there’s no alternative. Allah uses this to describe the hormones of men. 

       : Allah didn’t say Atfaal because He swt is generalizing it across the table that children don’t 

have any sexual inclination of any nature. 



And this is beautiful of Allah to say this, because tells us the natural inclinations of human beings. And 

we in our times are trying to introduce these concepts to children which is unnatural. 

‘And let them not stamp their feet to make known what they conceal of their adornment. And turn to 

Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you might succeed. And they shouldn’t strike their 

feet, or have a thump to their walk; making noise, grabbing attention.’ 

Women are advised to hold tightly in EVERY aspect of life. Even their walk should be guarded and chaste 

and unassuming and not seeking any attention whatsoever. 

And then In a most beautiful ending to a social lesson, Allah says make tawbah, mominoon . Make 

tawbah, all of you together. You have been doing all of these wrongs now repent. 

Ayah 32 

‘And marry the unmarried among you and the righteous among your male slaves and female slaves. If 

they should be poor, Allah will enrich them from His bounty, and Allah is all-Encompassing and 

Knowing.’ 

        : From Abd’: male slave 

            : Your female slave(s) 

The fact that Allah has dedicated an Ayah to inform us its importance speaks a lot about what our 

attitude should be towards this issue. Unfortunately this title of being “divorced” has become a social 

stigma for the Muslim women of our time. Allah reminds us, for ALL times that these women should not 

be left unmarried in the society. 

How to get our “unmarried” married? By organizing the community in various ways that enable flow of 

information in the right directions and ensure that the best possible solution to EVERY communal 

problem can be reached from within the community. That is why Islam puts so much emphasis on 

Muslims being organized and many of our major Ibadahs are done in organized congregation e.g. Hajj 

and Salah. 

Followed by the issue of the unmarried women, is the issue of slavery, another stigma and a 

contemporary issue of the times of the Sahaba Ra, but in our times this statement can be translated in 

terms of those who are low on means and understanding. The righteous young of our society, the new 

Muslims; who is going to be their support system, it HAS to be the Ummah. 

In the end ensures the Muslims that if they should do this, Allah will find means for them to better their 

situation. 



Ayah 33 

‘But let them who find not [the means for] marriage abstain [from sexual relations] until Allah 

enriches them from His bounty.’ 

               : He tries to be decent and protect himself against evil. 

“Guard yourself” is a general command that Allah gives elsewhere in the Qur’an but here Allah goes out 

of the way to talk to these specific people, who are having a hard time getting married; that they should 

guard themselves and abstain from evil because Satan is going to come extra hard at them because of 

them being vulnerable. 

‘And those who seek a contract [for eventual emancipation] from among whom your right hands 

possess - then make a contract with them if you know there is within them goodness and give them 

from the wealth of Allah which He has given you.’ 

                          : Literally, pursuing the book but in this context it is to refer to the slaves who 

might have an agreement with their owners regarding some emancipation settlement. 

So, Allah says that if any of your slaves wants to engage in an emancipation agreement to buy his 

freedom then engage them. 

“…if you know there is within them goodness…” It is important that Allah mentioned this part; because 

the owner has to be sure that the slave he is freeing isn’t going to be a menace to the society. This is not 

a stereotyping statement, rather a cautionary reminder; because the slaves in those times were 

generally very uncultured and engaged in a lot petty crimes. 

A lot of these things were implemented in stages, and when Islam came to Madinah many slave women 

had questionable characters. But a direct punishment for Zina wasn’t given to whoever had committed 

adultery. Different stages of disciplining were revealed and implemented for both men and women; slave 

and free. 

Still Allah not only asks the owners to make provisions to free the slaves but to free them in a way that 

the emancipation contract allows them to have some money from their owners; because the wealth is 

given by Allah and is not in ownership of any but Him. Make the path of freedom easier for your slaves. 

‘And do not compel your slave girls to prostitution, if they desire chastity, to seek [thereby] the 

temporary interests of worldly life. And if someone should compel them, then indeed, Allah is [to 

them], after their compulsion, Forgiving and Merciful.’ 



This was a norm of Makki and Madni society of Jahalia. If this vile practice exists in our society it 

becomes a valid cause for fighting for Muslims. The other instruction to note here is the character of the 

slave girl herself: if she wants to be chaste (be put inside a fortification of chastity) 

        : Be fortified; used for women who are chaste or protected by their family. 

If such practices are done under compulsion then the blame doesn’t fall with the one being coerced, 

Allah has given them this leniency. This issue along with many other issues implore for the need of 

Islamic Fiqh being exported into the contemporary world. 

Ayah 34 

‘And We have certainly sent down to you distinct verses and examples from those who passed on 

before you and an admonition for those who fear Allah.’ 

         : We have no doubt. Allah is making an oath in the validity of the statement that follows. 

                       : Clear, miraculous, thoroughly clarifying signs. 

           : A council and a lesson. A heart penetrating lesson. 

Ayah 35 

‘Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.’ 

Allah is means by which you can see the heavens and the earth; light is the means. Without Allah’s light 

you might still see the universe but it won’t be the same; it’s just like when you look at something in the 

dark and in the light and they might appear different. 

Without “light” you cannot see things for what they really are. 

When you have the light of Allah in your heart then you see the universe for what it is and what it is 

worth. 

The example of His light is like a niche within which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the glass as if it 

were a pearly [white] star…’ 



The example of His light is (something) like a lamp; they’re close but not exactly. They’re still not the 

same but maybe close for you to fathom, because you cannot possibly fathom the light of Allah so this is 

an example struck using a very distant second. 

                : His example is something like; the example and the like are both distancing the parallel. 

          : A niche in the wall. In the olden homes this was a means for maximizing the utilization of 

the light from a lamp, by placing it in a well-designed niche that spreads its light by angling it around the 

room. 

          : ” A lamp” Comes from Subh which means morning; so            is a tool to make it feel like 

morning; A device that simulates morning; gives light. 

          : A piece of glass, especially if it is clear glass. 

         : An unusually large star, an excessively shiny star. It’s also used for planets that look like 

star because of their apparent brightness like a star. 

     : Shine and excess are both in the meaning of the word      . This actually means a Camel that 

gives a lot of milk; or by itself in can mean a really shiny pearl. 

The imagery being produced here demands visualization on our part. The glass that is like a 

shiny pearly star is because of the twinkle that comes to clear glass surfaces when light falls on 

them, that apparent instant of pearly white brightness at a certain angle is being described here. 

‘…lit from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would almost 

glow even if untouched by fire. Light upon light.’ 

            : Blessed; meaning this tree gives off more good than is expected of it. 

This blessed tree we’re being told about is revealed to be an olive tree. And for its location; “neither of 

the east nor of the west” means that it is not on the east of the woods nor on the west but it stands 



alone, so that the light of the sun falls on it without one half falling into shade. This stands in the middle, 

alone, getting the maximum possible light from the sun; and these are the trees that produce the most 

oil. 

Now some characteristics of this oil: “whose oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire” it’s 

almost as if this oil is about to light up. There are two kinds of oils; one that takes a lot of effort to burn 

i.e. crude oil the likes of which would be used in the lamps of the olden days. And then there’s a refined 

form of oil that runs after the flame i.e. highly flammable. This oil is of the latter kind; it’s almost on fire 

even though the fire has not touched it yet. 

                     : Light upon light; the oil which was already almost on fire now catches fire so this is 

as if fire has caught fire giving an imagery of light itself catching light. 

‘Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And Allah presents examples for the people, and Allah is 

Knowing of all things.’ 

This was the example, now what does this all mean! 

1. There’s also an indent (a niche) inside a human being i.e. our rib-cage. 

2. Then there’s a lamp inside this niche: our heart. 

3. The heart is surrounded a pure layer of human Fitrah, the clear glass. Human being is born 

clean. 

4. Inside the heart lies a very pure thing, an absolutely unbiased thing; that lies neither to the east 

nor the west i.e the Ruh given by Allah. The ruh is pure and the passage (fitrah) is pure giving a 

passage for what’s pure and good to come out. 

 

Ruh is described as a creature of light, Allah describes Himself as THE light; in the Qur’an guidance is also 

called light 

This pure oil (the Ruh) inside of us is “potential” light. The light is there and it is pure but it needs to 

catch fire. Then you have potential light meeting fire: Light upon light! 

Every human has the potential for the light and fuel for this light to make it catch the fire i.e. guidance is 

in the revelation. 

Our external self; the body has an appetite. The body is dirt, it is a part of this earth so everything that 

feeds it will come from this earth. But our inner self, the Ruh is light and it needs to feed on light. This 

dichotomy of physical and spiritual hunger exists in human beings. 

Light upon light, is a synthesis process. the soul was hungry we feed it. The software was installed, was 

hard coded into our system and now we have the activation key to make it work. 



Allah described one more thing; the clear glass. Light can come inside from outside and vice versa 

through a clear glass. But what if a glass gets stained? 

The light on the inside is trapped. Every single sin covers this glass. And when the glass is completely 

covered the goodness gets trapped inside the light of revelation gets deflected back by the grime of sins 

covering the heart. 

Allah gives us these examples to make us think: the next time we look at a lamp we think, the next time 

we look a dirty glass we think. Just like a bulb left alone for too long, the heart can still get dirty even if 

we’re not doing something wrong. So we have to constantly cleanse our hearts. 

Dhikr, dua’a and avoiding over indulgence in the world helps with keeping the heart clean; as a constant 

source of cleansing. 

Ayah 36 

‘[Such niches are] in mosques which Allah has ordered to be raised and that His name be mentioned 

therein; exalting Him within them in the morning and the evenings.’ 

In description of the Masajid Allah says that these are the homes that Allah allowed to be elevated. 

          : Tells us two things one that Masajid must be something that people look upto they’re raised 

up, tall structures. A prominent building that in not being excessive and gaudy should still be in a 

prominent place. Two, that it should be above the influence of politics and greed and darkness. Now the 

entire city is the body and the Masajid are the niches that contain the light. 

In “exalting Him within them in the morning and the evenings” there is a very subtle imagery implicated. 

The creatures of light are the Angels and in the darkness of the night there are some homes and Masajid 

where the lights are on and the people are praying, this makes a spiritual light visible to the Angels who 

can see it as clear and bright as the real light that we see. Light upon light is happening in these homes. 

Ayah 37 

‘[Are] men whom neither commerce nor sale distracts from the remembrance of Allah and 

performance of prayer and giving of zakah.’ 

Business doesn’t distract them, not EVEN sales. Human resource, manufacturing, merchandising, 

marketing they are all parts of the business but what sets sales apart is the fact that this, instinctively, is 

the one thing that a businessman cannot take himself away from. No matter what the situation a 

business is interested in making a sale. 

You are selling everything in your shop and then the Adhaan is called, that’s the test of real men, 

righteous men. 



They fear a Day in which the hearts and eyes will [fearfully] turn about –‘ 

When the hearts are really going to be turned around, shaken about; rattled. Allah is going to shake 

their heart and check if there’s any dirt on them and Allah will turn and shake their eyes and they will 

see the REAL reality. 

Ayah 38 

‘That Allah may reward them [according to] the best of what they did…’ 

This is a very beautiful promise repeated in Qur’an. They will be rewarded for the BEST of what they’ve 

done. Allah will take your best and make that your average; the best instead of raising the average 

becomes the average. 

‘…and increase them from His bounty. . And Allah gives provision to whom He wills without account.’ 

That was for the best that we, humans, could do. On top of that Allah says that He will increase that 

form his bounty, and that’s more than we can even comprehend. And Allah mentions His favour one 

more time in this Surah. 

After taking the best of what we did, Allah says He will add to it from His Bounty. But this addition from 

His bounty is unlike anything, there’s no telling no counting how much it will be                   , uncountable, 

unquantifiable it will be, just like Allah’s bounty. 

There’s an amazing sequential beauty here; the ayah before this one talks about those who are not 

distracted by business from remembering Allah. And in this Ayah Allah reminds us that in any case it is 

He who is giving us the Rizq in the first place, so there is nothing to worry about. 

Ayah 39 

‘But those who disbelieved - their deeds are like a mirage in a lowland which a thirsty one thinks is 

water until, when he comes to it, he finds it is nothing but finds Allah before Him, and He will pay him 

in full his due; and Allah is swift in account.’ 

We’re learning about three kinds of people: the first kind were “men whom neither commerce nor sale 

distracts from the remembrance of Allah” 

Those who disbelieved are not just evil people; we cannot make that crass generalization. Some 

disbelievers are charitable, are good moral human beings; they might even fight for just causes even 

sometimes for the rights of Muslims. And these small acts may make one wonder; will Allah put these 

“good” people in hell? 

Now Allah teaches us the consequences of the absence of the light of Iman. These disbelievers have the 

dormant inner light but that light has not yet met the light of Iman, their light has not been completed 

yet. 



“But Allah will complete His Light…” 

[61:8] 

This Ayah talks about the people who die without their light being completed. 

        : what APPEARS like a drink (water)      is any drink. It’s as though          is not quiet    . 

It’s an illusion; a mirage. 

So Allah says, those who deny this i.e. the guidance, even if they do some good things, and this 

goes for the hypocrites too. So when they appear before Allah, and see their good deeds as 

comforting water in the distance that will take them to Jannah but when they get their; they find 

that it was just a mirage. 

        : A unique piece of land, it stands out in the desert. 

عطش    is thirsty but 

          : Is dehydrated, dying of thirst. 

And when they reach their mirage thinking it their sustenance in the desert they find Allah there 

instead, the one in Whom they had not believed. 

“and He will pay him in full his due…” comparing this with what Allah said before that He gives without 

any count, boundless blessings on those He loves. But for the disbelievers they get what they deserve, 

and anyone who get they DESERVE will get hellfire. If anyone get what they DESERVE then there is no 

Jannah; our deeds aren’t enough. And for us to go Allah has to show Mercy on us, without His mercy; no 

way! 

Ayah 40 

‘Or [they are] like darknesses within an unfathomable sea which is covered by waves, upon which are 

waves, over which are clouds - darknesses, some of them upon others. When one puts out his hand 

[therein], he can hardly see it. And he to whom Allah has not granted light - for him there is no light.’ 

The third kind: the disbelievers who are so much of a forgone conclusion that they’re described as being 

under an unfathomable sea of darkness e.g. A Firoun; this guy is the opposite of Light upon Light: Evil 

beneath Evil. 



      : A constant persistent ocean; never ending. When you’re out in an ocean and you see no land in 

sight, the ocean PERSISTS. 

So, Allah says, this man is already in the darkness, in a persistent ocean and is surrounded by waves 

coming on top of him and he has barely recovered form that when another wave comes hurtling down. 

And above all of this, are heavy clouds; raining torrents on him. There’s no light; not even the moon can 

sneak a peek through these layers of darkness upon darkness. 
                      : He can almost not see. This can be a figure of speech about how a hardened 

criminal is de-scenticized in Dunya and they don’t feel the brunt of their sins and crimes. Most of the 

times he does evil deeds, he doesn’t even care about it. 

Ayah 41 

‘Do you not see that Allah is exalted by whomever is within the heavens and the earth and [by] the 

birds with wings spread [in flight]? Each [of them] has known his [means of] prayer and exalting 

[Him], and Allah is Knowing of what they do.’ 

         : In reference to the birds mentioned here is meant as: that the birds are not flapping their 

wings; but they’re just gliding… wings spread. And this gives an allusion of swimming, which is Tasbih in 

Arabic; why is this gliding (swimming) mentioned? Because this gliding is their TASBIH! 

‘Each [of them] has known his [means of] prayer and exalting [Him]’ 

Every creation of Allah has its own mode of prayer and they know how to do their dhikr. This is a 

question as much as it is a statement. Allah says: EVERYTHING in the universe knows its Salah and Dhikr, 

do you? 

And Allah knows all that we do or do not do. 

             : Is a Fil’ this is something done subconsciously; like breathing is a Fil’. Seeing is a Fil’; 

LOOKING is an amal. Hearing is a fil’ but listening an amal. 

Birds and animals are not self-conscious their Tasbih is a Fil’ but for us it SHOULD be an Amal. A 

conscious effort otherwise it’ll be like Ali Ra said: 

“Your Astaghfar needs Astaghfar” 



Ayah 42 

‘And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and to Allah is the destination.’ 

The kingdom is Allah’s alone and the return is towards Allah; there’s no way anyone can escape Allah’s 

grasp. 

Ayah 43 

        : from Muzajja; something weak that can be pushed around. So He pushes the clouds over. 

        : Things piled up one top of another; and this phenomenon is more apparent now that we can 

fly. In the times of Sahaba these “layers” of clouds might not have been understood so easily. 

                    : You will see low density rain, the kind that keeps on coming and trickling. 

And this low density, trickling rain; mountain like cold things keep falling (hail storm); and Allah hits, can 

target, with these whoever He wants. 

           : Like when an archer marks a target. It’s all part of Allah’s plan, where these hail-stones 

fall. Talk about a sniper shot! 

And sometimes Allah turns this storm away from you. “Averts it from whom He wills” 

And sometimes Allah only afflicts them with a blinding flash of light, that jolts them and renders them 

temporarily blind. 

                : A flash of light so bright that it leaves a dark spot in front of your eyes that you cannot 

see for a while. 

Ayah 44 

‘Allah alternates the night and the day. Indeed in that is a lesson for those who have vision.’ 

Allah alternates the night and the day; in and of itself there are tremendous lessons and warnings for 

those who truly posses insight. 



                    : Those who possess vision, vision being the insight of a man. 

Ayah 45 

‘Allah has created every [living] creature from water. And of them are those that move on their 

bellies, and of them are those that walk on two legs, and of them are those that walk on four. Allah 

creates what He wills. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.’ 

All the creatures that we look at are in the dominion of this Ayah. 

Ayah 46 

‘We have certainly sent down distinct verses. And Allah guides whom He wills to a straight path.’ 

Allah guides whomever He wants, but these are the ones who themselves want to be guided, they have 

the light and Allah completes their light if and when He wills. 

Ayah 47 

‘But the hypocrites say, "We have believed in Allah and in the Messenger, and we obey"; then a party 

of them turns away after that. And those are not believers.’ 

These are the words of the hypocrites. When the stains on their hearts start showing up they came to 

the Messenger PBUH and said of-course we believe in Allah and if you tell us do something of-course we 

would obey. 

Allah tells us that they turn away whenever a hardship falls because they are in fact not THE believers. 

Here the expected word would have been             : Believers 

“And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and the Last Day," but they are not 

believers.” 

[2:8] 

Instead Allah says: 
                : THE believers. Because Allah is saying that these people are nothing like the actual 

believers i.e. The Sahaba RA. 



Ayah 48 

‘And when they are called to [the words of] Allah and His Messenger to judge between them, at once 

a party of them turns aside [in refusal].’ 

Whenever there’s a call to a gathering of Muslims these people, these hypocrites, turn away, as if 

ignoring the call and they deny the calls of the Messenger PBUH because they don’t want to be judged 

by Allah and they want to hear His commands being laid out for them. And there excuses were 

ridiculous, because when the Messenger PBUH calls, you go! 

Ayah 49 

‘But if the right is theirs, they come to him in prompt obedience.’ 

And only when they do that they are the ones who are in fact right this time, then would they be among 

the first in line to get a verdict from the Messenger of Allah PBUH. This shows their hypocrisy in wanting 

to hear only what they want, and reverting to Islam only when it suits their purposes. They know that 

they have a strong case, the Messenger of Allah PBUH is a fair and just judge, that’s when they go 

otherwise they just ignore and deny that they even heard the call for the gathering. 

           : Heads bowed in obedience. (Like camels bow their heads.) 

       : Also means to obey at the slightest hint. 

Ayah 50 

‘Is there disease in their hearts? Or have they doubted? Or do they fear that Allah will be unjust to 

them, or His Messenger? Rather, it is they who are the wrongdoers.’ 

Allah asks whether there is a disease in their hearts, is that why they won’t follow the straight path, 

because there’s no other rationale for anyone to not follow the guidance that they see right in front of 

their eyes. 

Or they fear that Allah will not forgive them their sins and be biased against them or that the Messenger 

PBUH holds some grudge against them. Rather, they are the wrongdoers the oppressors! And they 

blame Allah and His Messenger for who they are. 

       : Lean towards the opposing side or be biased against. 



Ayah 51 

‘The only statement of the [true] believers when they are called to Allah and His Messenger to judge 

between them is that they say, "We hear and we obey." And those are the successful.’ 

The only thing the comes out of the believer’s mouths and the only thing that was heard from them 

was: 

                    : We listen and we obey. 

They would show up if they are guilty or innocent and would accept and obey whatever and however 

the Messenger of Allah PBUH judges among them. 

Ayah 52 

‘And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger and fears Allah and is conscious of Him - it is those who 

are the attainers.’ 

This Ayah is considered one of the most beautiful and comprehensive Ayahs in Qur’an. 

Ibn Abbas RA comments on this Ayah: “Whoever obeys Allah” meaning the mandatory “and His 

Messenger” is following the Sunnah “and fears Allah” over whatever he has feared in his life in the past, 

“and is conscious of Him” of whatever comes in the future. 

In some part of Islamic history a king asked for one ayah that says it all and this ayah was recited. 

Because it covers: 

1. Obey Allah 

2. Obey the Messenger 

3. Ask forgiveness for your past 

4. And to be mindful of your future 

Now talking about: 

           : This is done when the act itself is highlighted so much that an unusual change of Harakah is 

done. So here when Allah says          , Allah means that he really, really, had taqwa. Taqwa is mentioned so 

many times in the Qur’an but here it is a special instance of Taqwa; this is Taqwa by going out of one’s 

way. The person who is asking repentance for his past and is mindfully careful of his future is going out 

of his way to have Taqwa in Allah. 



Ayah 53 

‘And they swear by Allah their strongest oaths that if you ordered them, they would go forth [in Allah 

's cause].’ 

They swore to Allah making an extensive effort, their strongest effort in showing that they mean their 

oaths. 

       : Making a strong conscientious effort. 

‘Say, "Do not swear. [Such] obedience is known. Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with that which you do."’ 

Do not swear here is like a rhetoric for: don’t waste my time with your words, I know your true colours. 

Because, “obedience is known” it is something that’s apparent and visible. And these people don’t show 

up for battles even when they say of-course we’ll obey you if you give us a command and they make 

strong oaths in that regard. But their excuse is that you (Rasul Allah) didn’t come to them in person, how 

were they to know they were needed! 

                     : A known obedience: a general command made publicly. Hence, rendering their 

inept excuse vain and baseless; when it’s public, it’s for EVERYONE. 

Ayah 54 

‘Say, "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger; but if you turn away - then upon him is only that [duty] 

with which he has been charged, and upon you is that with which you have been charged. And if you 

obey him, you will be [rightly] guided. And there is not upon the Messenger except the [responsibility 

for] clear notification." ‘ 

Tell them to obey Allah and obey the Messenger PBUH, then if you’re still going turn away; then he’s 

(the Messenger) only exclusively responsible for what he was charged with: whatever burdens were 

placed on him 

              : Whatever burdens were placed on him. 

And you are only going to be asked for whatever YOU have been charged with. And if you’re going to 

follow him then that alone will show that you have committed yourself to guidance. 

And the messenger is not going to around making you obey, His only responsibility is to convey the 

message and warn you and the message itself should convince you that He’s worth obeying. 



Ayah 55 

‘Allah has promised those who have believed among you and done righteous deeds that He will surely 

grant them succession [to authority] upon the earth just as He granted it to those before them and 

that He will surely establish for them [therein] their religion which He has preferred for them and that 

He will surely substitute for them, after their fear, security, [for] they worship Me, not associating 

anything with Me. But whoever disbelieves after that - then those are the defiantly disobedient.’ 

And you should go out and struggle along with the Messenger in his missions. Allah promises that the 

righteous and the believing would have succession over Allah’s land. 

                      : They will leave behind in the land so that no one else is left in-charge, they are. 

Generations upon generation left in charge. 

And so that HE may fortify for them and stabilize for them their religion that HE is happy with them. 

Background 

This is a Madni surah and here Allah through the Messenger is promising security and stability which 

thus far had eluded Islam; being surrounded by enemies from all sides. The Kuffar are surrounding 

Medinah the Jews are causing rifts and breaking treaties from within Medinah and on top of all that is 

the problem of the hypocrites. Nevertheless, Allah promises victory. A promise ahead of its time! 

Qur’an gives a unique perspective of history, because it is history from the perspective of Allah and gives 

His swt insight into history. And this is a view point that is obviously unparalleled. 

Medinah, as we have all come to know was the first Islamic state. Though that’s true to some extent, 

Medinah really was the making of an Islamic state. There are a few reasons why we can claim this: 

1. Lack of stability; and a state by definition is stable. 

2. There is no marshal law. No military courts; meaning a soldier abandoning battlefield isn’t court-

marshaled e.g. in battle of Uhad. People are getting away with abusing Islam itself i.e. the 

munafiqeen. The consequences come after Makkah is conquered; stability. 

So the formative stages are in Medinah; we can call Medinah a state afer Hudaibiyah though. Because 

that is from where the domino effect started and everything fell in its place. 

This surah in this ayah gives an indication that it might be before the battle of Ahzab as Allah says: “He 

will surely substitute for them, after their fear, security…” 

And the Sahaba when they were confronted with intense fear in the battle of Ahzab they said: “This is 

what Allah and his Messenger PBUH promised us” 

So they see fear and they know safety is next!  



These people who believe and don’t associate anything else with Me are the ones who will be granted 

safety. But if anyone, after all of this has transpired, after the state is established does Kuffar and leaves 

the religion then those are the inherently corrupt. 

Ayah 56 

‘And establish prayer and give zakah and obey the Messenger - that you may receive mercy.’ 

The glad tidings of the victory are given and now Allah says to His slaves, who are eager for the victory, 

to establish prayer and give Zakah. And to obey the Messenger because He is your guide to victory; and 

if you want Allah’s mercy you better take the obedience of the Messenger seriously. 

Ayah 57 

‘Never think that the disbelievers are causing failure [to Allah ] upon the earth. Their refuge will be 

the Fire - and how wretched the destination.’ 

Don’t you dare think that those who disbelieve will overpower anyone in the land, even if entire city is 

surrounded by them don’t let that thought cross your mind! Their final place is the Nar. 

             : Don’t you dare think that… 

Ayah 58 

Now a social law in the middle of all of this… 

‘O you who have believed, let those whom your right hands possess and those who have not [yet] 

reached puberty among you ask permission of you [before entering] at three times: before the dawn 

prayer and when you put aside your clothing [for rest] at noon and after the night prayer. [These are] 

three times of privacy for you. There is no blame upon you nor upon them beyond these [periods], for 

they continually circulate among you - some of you, among others. Thus does Allah make clear to you 

the verses; and Allah is Knowing and Wise.’ 

The people who you own and those who haven’t reached maturity yet (children) should ask your 

permission at three times. Allah is saying train your children. And here we are learning the Shareeah law 

inside the bedroom; putting a little lock on the door becomes an act of Ibadah, subhanAllah: 

1. Before fajr 

2. During the afternoon; the siesta time 

3. After Isha; meaning night time 



And Allah is not telling us to be rude to our kids or anything; Allah is just telling us to train our children 

and to actually EXPECT that they will show up at these odd times of privacy. So, we must deal with them 

appropriately and gently. Allah knows… the three times of privacy. 

          : Something that shouldn’t be exposed i.e. private. 

The rest of the times the home is for everyone and anyone can move within it unrestricted. 

        : Comes from the Persian word Gunah, the same as in Urdu. 

And those private hours Allah calls: 

            : Like those hours are really important, take them seriously and not just     ع      : a simple 

“after”.       gives these hours importance. 

Other than these hours, everyone is free to circulate the house as they wish. 

           : Is an actual circular movement; to end up where you started. Allah is describing kids to us, 

they’ll just move around randomly. 

         : They will not just move by you, they might even climb on top of you. You become an 

integral part of their movement. 

Ayah 59 

‘And when the children among you reach puberty, let them ask permission [at all times] as those 

before them have done. Thus does Allah make clear to you His verses; and Allah is Knowing and Wise.’ 

When children attain puberty, they should act like all the other adults now. Knock, ask permission and 

then come in. 

Ayah 60 

‘And women of post-menstrual age who have no desire for marriage - there is no blame upon them 

for putting aside their outer garments [but] not displaying adornment. But to modestly refrain [from 

that] is better for them. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.’ 



             : And the sitting from among the women 

The multitude of women that are just sitting i.e. they didn’t get married. They’re past the age of 

marriage, were not interested in marriage etc. mostly understood to be really old women, who’re past 

their age of marrying. For these women there is a relaxation and they don’t have to be as concerned 

about their clothing as other younger, marriageable woman. 

Even then, don’t try to be an attention seeker and being prominent. 

               : From Burj: tower. Meaning to stand out, be prominent. Wearing excessive jewellery 

and perfume is Tabarruj for a woman. 

And Allah says, that even at this old age they protect their chastity and cover themselves up then it is 

better for them. It’s more dignified even though they have both options. 

Ayah 61 

‘There is not upon the blind [any] constraint nor upon the lame constraint nor upon the ill constraint 

nor upon yourselves when you eat from your [own] houses or the houses of your fathers or the 

houses of your mothers or the houses of your brothers or the houses of your sisters or the houses of 

your father's brothers or the houses of your father's sisters or the houses of your mother's brothers or 

the houses of your mother's sisters or [from houses] whose keys you possess or [from the house] of 

your friend. There is no blame upon you whether you eat together or separately. But when you enter 

houses, give greetings of peace upon each other - a greeting from Allah , blessed and good. Thus does 

Allah make clear to you the verses [of ordinance] that you may understand.’ 

Some exceptions to the rule of Khimar are given here: 

1. A blind person 

2. A disabled person you’re taking care of 

3. Or for the perpetually sick, bedridden person 

4. The homes of your Mahrams. 

5. Anywhere you own the keys to; for multiple properties 

6. In a friend’s house you can be at ease if there’s no Na-Mahram around. 

“But when you enter houses, give greetings of peace upon each other” by extension applies to two 

things: One that you say salaam to some someone who’s house you go to because they by virture of 

being Muslims are an extension of yourself. It also means that when you enter your own house and 

there’s apparently no one to say salaam to, you still say salaam to yourself. 

This puts into the house good and pure blessing,         ط             . 



 ُسوَرُة الَُّنور
Ayah’s 62-64 

 
Ayah 62 

َا اْلُمْؤِمُنوَن الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا بِاللَِّه َوَرُسولِِه َوِإَذا َكانُوا َمَعُه َعَلٰى أَْمٍر  ِإَّنَّ

ٰ َيْسَتْأِذنُوُه  ِإنَّ الَِّذيَن َيْسَتْأِذنُوَنَك أُولَِٰئَك الَِّذيَن َجاِمٍع َّلَّْ َيْذَهُبوا َحَّتَّ

َتْأَذنُوَك لِبَ ْعِض َشْأِِنِْم َفْأَذن لَِّمن ِشْئَت يُ ْؤِمُنوَن بِاللَِّه َوَرُسولِِه َفِإَذا اسْ 

ُهْم َواْستَ ْغِفْر ََلُُم اللََّه   ِإنَّ اللََّه َغُفوٌر رَِّحيمٌ ِمن ْ
Muhsin Khan 

The true believers are only those, who believe in (the Oneness of) Allah and 

His Messenger (Muhammad SAW), and when they are with him on some 

common matter, they go not away until they have asked his permission. 



Verily! Those who ask your permission, those are they who (really) believe in 

Allah and His Messenger. So if they ask your permission for some affairs of 

theirs, give permission to whom you will of them, and ask Allah for their 

forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

 

 .a collective task [am’rin jaa’mi’i3n] أَْمٍر َجاِمعٍ 
 their important  task/affair that can only be performed by that person.  It’s plural is [sha’nihim] َشْأِِنِمْ 

 ,earlier in the ayah which means affair/task as well [am’run] َأْمرٌ  ALLAH used the word  .[shu’oonun] ُشُؤونٌ 
however it is more general. When two words of similar meaning come in close proximity in an ayah it is to 

highlight their differences in meaning. The plural of  ٌَأْمر is  ٌأُُمور [umoorun] or ٌَُأَواِمر [awaamiru]. 

The Prophet saws played many roles in life. We don’t just look at him saws just as a prophet.  We look at 
him saws as a father, leader etc. 

Muslims have a collective discipline every few hours, salah. 

ALLAH commands the Prophet صّلى اهلل عليه و سّلم to ask HIM for forgiveness for those who sought permission 
to be excused from battle.  Though they received permission from the Messenger صّلى اهلل عليه و سّلم doesn’t 

mean that ALLAH is pleased with them for leaving.  So, this is why ALLAH instructed HIS Messenger  صّلى    
 .to supplicate for themاهلل عليه و سّلم 

 which means ‘to seek/ask [is’ta’thana] ِاْسَتْأَذنٌَ comes from the verb [yas’ta’thinoohu] َيْسَتْأِذنُوهُ 

permission.  From this verb we get the word  ٌِإْذن [ith’nun] permission. 
Ayah 63 



َنُكْم َكُدَعاِء بَ ْعِضُكم  َقْد يَ ْعَلُم اللَُّه بَ ْعًضا َّلَّ ََتَْعُلوا ُدَعاَء الرَُّسوِل بَ ي ْ

الَِّذيَن يَ َتَسلَُّلوَن ِمنُكْم ِلَواًذا فَ ْلَيْحَذِر الَِّذيَن ُُيَاِلُفوَن َعْن أَْمرِِه َأن 

َنٌة َأْو ُيِصيبَ ُهْم َعَذاٌب أَلِيمٌ   ُتِصيبَ ُهْم ِفت ْ
Muhsin Khan 

Make not the calling of the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) among you as your 

calling of one another. Allah knows those of you who slip away under shelter 

(of some excuse without taking the permission to leave, from the Messenger 

SAW). And let those who oppose the Messenger's (Muhammad SAW) 

commandment (i.e. his Sunnah legal ways, orders, acts of worship, 

statements, etc.) (among the sects) beware, lest some Fitnah (disbelief, trials, 

afflictions, earthquakes, killing, overpowered by a tyrant, etc.) befall them or a 

painful torment be inflicted on them. 

 
ALLAH here tells the believers not to consider the supplication and the summoning/calling of the 

Messenger صّلى اهلل عليه و سّلم like their supplications or call.  When the Messenger صّلى اهلل عليه و سّلم does it, it is 
something special and is given primary importance. 

لَُّلونَ يَ َتسَ   [yatasal-laloona] comes from the verb ٌََتَسلَّل [tasal-lala] which means ‘to slip out from 

somewhere little by little, very discretely.  From it we get the verb ٌََّسل [sal-la] which is to slowly take a 
sword out of its sheath where it doesn’t make a sound. 

 is a side of a mountain. So, if someone is hiding beside a wall [liwaathun] ِلَواذٌ  originally [liwaathan] ِلَواًذا

or the side of a mountain not to be seen, then this is  ٌِلَواذ. 



Some people would do this when they knew the Prophet ليهٌوٌسّلمصّلىٌاهللٌع  was looking for volunteers or 
people for a certain task to do with battle etc. They would slip behind the scenes to avoid being asked.  

However, ALLAH knows who these people are.  They think they slithered away unnoticed, but ALLAH is 
fully aware of them. 

ALLAH instructs the Prophet ٌصّلىٌاهللٌعليهٌوٌسّلمto warn them because they are a threat to the whole 
organizational structure of Islaam.  Our whole religion revolves around discipline. [i.e. prayer and manners 

etc.] If, this is jeopardized then this can jeopardize the structure of Islaam. 

Ayah 64 

َماَواِت َواْْلَْرِض  َقْد يَ ْعَلُم َما أَنُتْم َعَلْيِه َويَ ْوَم َأََّل ِإنَّ لِلَِّه َما ِف السَّ

 يُ ْرَجُعوَن ِإلَْيِه فَ يُ َنبِّئُ ُهم ِبَا َعِمُلوا َواللَُّه ِبُكلِّ َشْيٍء َعِليمٌ 
Muhsin Khan 

Certainly, to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. Surely, He 

knows your condition and (He knows) the Day when they will be brought back 

to Him, then He will inform them of what they did. And Allah is All-Knower of 

everything. 

 
These people who slipped away, ALLAH knows who they are.  ALLAH says here that HE knows exactly 

what they are upon.  ALLAH tells them this directly to them in the Quran addressing them using the second 
person. Then ALLAH switches to using the third person when talking about them saying they will be 

returned to HIM.  This switch to the third person took place because ALLAH is showing HIS disgust with 
them and that disgust has reached such a degree they are not worthy of being addressed directly anymore. 

At the beginning of the surah the discipline of the interaction between men and women was mentioned, the 
discipline of household structure, the discipline of how children should ask permission when entering into 



the house or in their parents bedroom, the discipline of how a women is supposed to dress in front of 
mahram and non-mahram men. 

The surah concludes with mentioning the discipline one has to have with the Messenger صّلى اهلل عليه و سّلم 
while doing work for the deen outside the home. 

 


